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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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Application Papers 
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11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1, 4-6, 8 5 11-13, 15, 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Gross et al (6,018,575). 

Consider claims 1,8, 15. Gross teaches a switching system comprising a hub switch 
(DAP 154 in associated with platform 10, noted that platform 10 functions as a platform and a 
switch; column(s) 3, line(s). 16 through column(s) 4, line(s) 50) that receives at least one 
rerouted call from at least one corresponding original destination switch (column(s) 6, line(s) 51- 
62), the hub switch initiating a trigger to a network platform (platform 10 in associated with 
DAP 154; column(s) 6, line(s) 54 through column(s) 7, line(s) 16) that obtains the new called 
party destination number (subscriber's alternate destination 178; column(s) 6, line(s) 54 through 
column(s) 7, line(s) 16), the hub switch being designated before the call is placed to receive 
rerouted calls from the old service destination switch (CIC generated by the LEC switch 146 that 
designates the call as a call is destined to the platform 10; column(s) 3, line(s) 16-24; column(s) 
6, line(s) 14-28). 

Consider claims 4, 11, 18. Gross further teaches the hub switch further forwarding the 
routing number prefix and a code identifying the at least one original destination switch (it is 
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noted that the routing label is specifically used in the context of the SS7 MTP level 3 protocol to 
identify the field which contains the origination point code and destination point code. The LEC 
switch 146 (e.g., the original destination switch) routes the call to the IEC switch 150. 
Therefore, the routing label would contains a code that identifies the original destination switch) 
to the network platform to be used to determine a number plan area (NPA) of the old called party 
destination number (col. 6, In. 40-67, col. 7, In. 1-16). 

Consider claims 5, 12, 19. Gross further teaches the routing number prefix is determined 
based on a number plan area (NPA) corresponding to an area served by the at least one original 
destination switch (column 6, lines 14-27). 

Consider claims 6, 13, 20. Gross further teaches a database (DAP 154) that stores the old 
called party destination number (column 6, lines 17-21; column 6, line 63 to column 7, lines 16) 
in associated with the new called party destination number (column 6, line 63 to column 7, lines 
16), the network platform obtaining the new called party destination number from the database 
and forwarding the new called party destination number to the hub switch (column 6, line 63 to 
column 7, lines 16). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 2-3, 7, 9-10, 14, 16-17, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Gross et al (6,018,575) in view of Slusky (5,487,1 11). 

Consider claims 2-3, 9-10, and 16-17. Gross does not teach determining whether the 
calling party or the called party is charged for the forwarding call. 

Slusky teaches determining whether the calling party or the called party is charged for the 
forwarding call (column 7 lines 55-67; column 8 lines 37-44; figure 5, steps 529-530). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to utilize the teachings of Slusky into the teachings of Gross in order to conveniently 
provide both the caller and called parties the option of paying for the forwarding call in case 
either one of the parties cannot pay for the call. 

Consider claims 7, 14, 21 . Slusky further teaches determining whether the calling party 



or the called party is charged for the forwarding call (column 7 lines 55-67; column 8 lines 37- 


44; figure 5, steps 529-530). 




Response to Arguments 


5. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/21/05 have been fully considered but they are not 


persuasive. 




Regarding the Gross reference, applicant states 


Please see the above revised rejection. Noted 


that Gross does not teach a hub switch that is 


that the applicant must consider the reference 


designated before the call is placed to receive 


as a whole, not just the parts and/or portions of 


rerouted calls from the old service destination 


the reference previously cited by the examiner. 


switch. 
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Conclusion 

6. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Due Nguyen whose telephone number is (571)272-7503. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7:00AM-3 :30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kuntz Curtis can be reached on 571-272-7499. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Due Nguyen 
Primary Examiner 
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